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How did the Estonian Society of Sydney come into being? 

The Estonian society “Eesti Kodu” [Estonian Home] was established on 17 April 1925, 
at the instigation of Mr Jakob Lukats. Two years later, some members of “Eesti Kodu”, 
wanting greater emphasis on cultural activities, decided to form a parallel society, 
“Linda”, which was established on 19 June 1927. 

Less than three months passed, before the two societies decided to merge, forming 
the Estonian Society of Sydney (Sydney Eesti Selts “Eesti Kodu Linda”) on 9 October 
1927. 

 
The first Board of the Estonian Society of Sydney, 1927 

The new society established a club restaurant for its members, and among sub‐
organisations were a Learned Society, which oversaw a library and reading room, a 
Cultural‐Scholarly Book Club, a children’s school, which included Estonian language 
lessons, mixed choirs, orchestras, a Folk Dance Group, a Ballet Group, a Theatrical 
Performance Group, a Social Activities Committee, a Ladies’ Auxiliary, a Youth Group, 
a Sports and Games Group, a Returned Services League, a Bachelors’‐Men’s Club 
and a Chess Club. 



 
Estonian Society of Sydney picnic at the Royal National Park, 1927 

 
The Estonian Society of Sydney’s Mixed Choir, 1934 



 
The Estonian Society of Sydney’s first Folk Dance Group, 1934 

 
Children’s School, 1938 

  



How did the Estonian Society of Sydney create a home for itself? 

The Estonian Society initially conducted its activities in rented rooms in and near the 
Sydney CBD. In 1935, the Estonian Society had 145 members. In consideration of the 
strength of the Estonian Society as an organisation, the number of Estonians and its 
strong financial position, thoughts turned to creation of a home for the Estonian 
Society, where a secure foundation would exist for the perpetuation of cultural 
activities. 

Discussion around purchasing a house for the Estonian Society commenced in 1937, 
and in February 1938, the Estonian Society convened a General Meeting, where it 
was decided to proceed with the purchase of real estate. A six member House 
Purchase Commission, comprising Messrs Jürgens, Jürgenson, Selg, Kalpus, Sildever 
and Norrak, was formed from among members of the Estonian Society, and they 
determined, that land should be purchased close to the city, rather than in the CBD. 

As the Estonian Society was not a registered legal entity and was therefore unable to 
own real estate in its own name, the House Purchase Commission decided that a Co‐
operative Society should be formed as the legal entity by which the Estonian Society 
could undertake construction of the house. 

It was recorded on 13 March 1938, that Mr Richard Kalpus attended the auction of 141 
Campbell Street and of his own volition paid a deposit of £25 (purchase price £715). 
He offered the block of land to the Estonian Society, stating that if the Estonian 
Society does not want it, he would keep it for himself! 

A meeting of the House Purchase Commission held on the same day was attended 
by 30‐40 people, and a week later, on 20 March 1938, a General Meeting of the 
Estonian Society attended by over 200 people was held: purchase of the land was 
endorsed and Mr Kalpus was reimbursed expended monies from the Estonian 
Society’s finances. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Estonian Society was held on 2 April 1938, 
where the Co‐operative was established, the Co‐operative’s Constitution was 
endorsed and 37 founding members pledged purchase of shares to the value of 
£425. Ten Trustees were chosen, to whom were entrusted the Estonian Society’s 
shares to the value of £200. 

The Co‐operative, “The Estonian House Co‐operative Society Limited”, was 
registered on 8 April 1938, and held its first meeting in rooms rented by the Estonian 
Society (84A Goulburn Street, Sydney) on 13 April 1938. 

Discussions around plans for the house continued for over a year. By 18 October 
1939, the Estonian Society had approved a plan and authorised the Co‐operative to 
lodge the plan with the local Council. Construction of Estonian House commenced 
on 7 March 1940 and Mr Anton Trumm consented to act in the capacity of supervisor 
of the building project. The Foundation Stone of Estonian House was laid on 13 April 
1940. On a slab of red granite originating from Finland was inscribed: 



This foundation stone was laid by the Estonian consul Arvid A.G. Mielen Esq. 13th 
April 1940 “STRENGTH IN UNITY”. Four months later the building was complete and 
Estonian House was officially opened with a gala ceremony and ball. 

 
 

 
Invitation to the official opening of Sydney Estonian House, 1940 



Opening of Estonian House and handing over of the house from 
the Co‐operative to the Estonian Society on 17 August 1940 

The Estonian Society sent out invitations to attend the official opening ceremony and 
ball. The Chairman of the Co‐operative and Vice‐Consul of the Republic of Estonia in 
Australia, Mr Arvid A.G. Mielen, on presenting the keys to Sydney Estonian House to 
the Chairman of the Estonian Society of Sydney, Mr Louis Norrak, in his speech said, 
in part [translated from Estonian]: 

“…On behalf of the Estonian House Co-operative I am honoured with the task of handing 
over the keys of Estonian House which is now open as a home for the Estonian Society 
of Sydney (Sydney Eesti Selts “Eesti Kodu Linda”)… 

The builders of the house are certain in the belief that the Estonian Society, in finding 
shelter under this roof, will find itself a true home. Mister Chairman, I ask you to accept 
these keys as a symbol of the handing over of the house, together with the wishes of the 
builder of the house, that the Estonian Society of Sydney (Sydney Eesti Selts “Eesti Kodu 
Linda”) will prosper and grow…” 

 
Opening of Estonian House and handing over from the Co-operative to the Estonian 
Society, 1940 



 
Handing over of keys to the Estonian Society, 1940 



 
Attendees at the official opening of Sydney Estonian House, 1940 



 
Sydney Estonian House, 1940-1956 

 



Sydney Estonian House was the first house built by Estonians outside of Estonia, 
which was a massive achievement for a small community of people. The Estonian 
Society of Sydney held its first Annual General Meeting under its own roof on 14 
September 1940. 

The Estonian Society fitted out the building to create a beautiful home, where 
henceforth the Estonian community’s cultural, educational, academic and social 
activities have taken place. The Estonian Society has also been responsible for all 
manner of maintenance works and outgoings. 

The relationship between the Estonian Society and the Co‐
operative 

Less than four years after the Estonian Society assumed occupancy of its new home, 
the Co‐operative attempted to severely impede the activities of the Estonian 
Society, culminating in the Estonian Society being served notice in February 1944 to 
quit the premises unless the Estonian Society agreed to new conditions imposed by 
the Cooperative. 

Members of the Co‐operative lodged a vote of no confidence in the Board of the Co‐
operative, an Extraordinary General Meeting was held on 22 April 1944 and a new Co‐
operative Board was elected, whose members were all members of the Estonian 
Society as well as of the Co‐operative. 

The former Co‐operative Board maintained that the Board of the Co‐operative 
should comprise individuals who are not members of the Estonian Society. The 
matter was referred to the Registrar of Co‐operative Societies for arbitration. 

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Co‐operative held on 28 October 
1944 record: 

“His Judgement took place in the beginning of August, in which he finds that the 
Members of the Club [Estonian Society of Sydney] may hold office of the Directors of the 
Society [Co-operative]. 

The facts upon which the Registrar bases his reasons for the judgement appear to be 
as follows: 

1. The Co-op was brought into existence by the Club. 
2. The Club in its meeting and from its members elected the first Directors and 

organisers. 
3. The Co-op. was created, for the sole purpose, to be a juridical body, to enable 

the Club to build its own Club House. 
4. The Club placed its moneys into Shares bought in name of its members, in order 

to create the necessary Building Fund. 
5. In forming the Co�op., the majority of its members had but one sole interest: “to 

build our own Club House” 
6. The majority of the members of the Co-op. are members of the Club. 



In view of these and other principles of the Co-operative Societies, the Registrar is of the 
opinion that not only a Director may be a member of the Club, but he should be a 
member of the Club! Also, a Director who acts contrary to the interests of the Club, in 
the same time also acts contrary to his duties as a Director!” 

Thereafter followed many years of harmonious co‐operation between the Estonian 
Society and the Co‐operative. 

  



Activities of the Estonian Society of Sydney 
during World War II and purchase of the adjacent 
blocks of land 

 

Retrospective and occupancy of Sydney Estonian House by the 
Estonian Society of Sydney 

The Estonian Society of Sydney (Sydney Eesti Selts “Eesti Kodu Linda”) moved from 
rented rooms to Sydney Estonian House on 6 July 1940. The Board of the Estonian 
Society of Sydney met seven times in the “new Estonian House” prior to the official 
opening of the house on 17 August 1940. 

Estonian House was officially handed over as a “home” for the Estonian Society of 
Sydney when Mr Arvid A.G. Mielen, the Chairman of The Estonian House Co- 
operative Society Limited, handed the keys to Sydney Estonian House to the 
Chairman of the Estonian Society of Sydney, Mr Louis Norrak. 

 
Ticket to the opening of Sydney Estonian House, 1940 



 
Handing over of keys to the Estonian Society of Sydney, 1940 

There was no written agreement made between the Estonian Society of Sydney and 
the Co-operative when the house was handed over to the Estonian Society. Anton 
Trumm who, after supervising the building of Estonian House, subsequently served 
as a Co-operative Director for 23 years over a period of 40 years, has 
stated [translated from Estonian]: 



“Mr Trumm clarifies that the handing over of Estonian House to the Estonian Society 
of Sydney for its use occurred in the form of the symbolic handing over of the keys – 
a written agreement was not made, at the time a unified spirit still reigned in our 
community.” (24 October 1976) 

“Mr. Särev [Co-operative Secretary] …Regarding the relationship between the Estonian 
Society of Sydney and the Co-operative in relation to the use of rooms and 
maintenance of the house, then perhaps a mistake was made that a written 
agreement was not made. But then everyone was concordant and did not waste 
time on nit-picking, complaints and arguing over trivialities. Mr Trumm confirms, that 
the house was handed over to the Estonian Society of Sydney for its use and 
maintenance with the symbolic handing over of the keys.” (18 September 1977) 

“Mr Trumm says, that the Co-operative is over 40 years old The foundation stone of 
the house was placed on 13.4.40, the house was completed in the autumn of that 
year, and handed over to the Estonian Society of Sydney for management.” (23 
September 1979) 

 
Foundation Stone of Sydney Estonian House, 1940 



 
Ticket to celebration of the laying of the Foundation Stone, 1940 

Activities of the Estonian Society of Sydney during World War II 

In 1941, the sub-committees working as part of the Estonian Society of Sydney were 
the following: Ladies’ Auxiliary, Youth Group, Music Group, Chess Club, Scholars’ 
Group, Functions Committee, Children’s school, Theatre Group, Choir. 

The Estonian Society of Sydney organised functions to celebrate the Anniversary of 
Estonian Independence, Mothers’ Day, Victory Day (Võidupüha), Summer Solstice 
(Jaanipäev) and Christmas, where Santa Claus distributed to children gifts purchased 
by the Estonian Society of Sydney. 

The Scholars’ Group ordered books for the Library and newspapers and other 
publications for members to read. On 3 February 1941 it was decided to order new 
membership cards that depicted Estonian House. 



 
1940’s female choristers 

 
Depiction of Sydney Estonian House, 1941 



The hiring of koroona and billiard tables and billiard cues to players, an activity 
established in previously rented premises that constituted a consistent income 
stream for the Estonian Society of Sydney, was instated in the new house. Two 
billiard tables were set up in the room on the upper floor behind the stage; these 
were finally removed in 1958. 

The Estonian Society of Sydney supported Australia’s war effort in a number of ways. 
For example, on 23 February 1941 a boat excursion, organised jointly by the Estonian 
Society of Sydney and Repin [cafe] staff, was attended by many airmen in addition to 
Estonians; net profits were donated to the Australian Air Force. 

A second such excursion occurred on 9 March 1941, from which net profits were 
divided between the Australia Air Force and the Greek War Relief Fund. 

During the war years, it was necessary to obtain permits to hold functions. Party-
dance Evenings were held on Saturday evenings in the main hall and Coffee 
Evenings were held in the Dining Room. Both functions enjoyed music played by a 
live orchestra and raffles were held, with prizes including barley water, wine, 
chocolate and sweets. Income from many such evenings and other events was 
donated to the following organisations: The Lord Mayor’s Patriotic and War Fund of 
N.S.W., War Victims Fund, Air Force House Association (N.S.W.), Australian Comforts 
Fund N.S.W. Division and The Red Cross Society. 

In 1941, Sydney Council requested that a portion of Sydney Estonian House be made 
available to National Emergency Services for use as Flinders Ward Air Raid 
Precautions Headquarters. The Estonian Society of Sydney provided a portion of the 
Reading Room free of charge for this purpose. This space now serves as the storage 
room for the Estonian Society of Sydney’s Handicraft and Ethnographic Association. 



 
The Reading Room, photographed from the Library prior to the erection of a dividing 
wall, 1941 



 
Scholars’ Group, photographed in the Library (1941) 



 
The Library, 1940 

Despite the restrictions of the war years, the Estonian Society of Sydney managed to 
direct significant funds towards purchase of shares in the Co-operative. 

Purchase of the block of land and building of Estonian House completed in 1940 cost 
a total of £ 5400. Of this amount, £ 1500 comprised a bank loan, which was repaid 
within five years. 

 
The Main Hall, 1940 



 
The Dining Room on the lower ground floor, 1940 

Mr Louis Norrak, Chairman of the Estonian Society of Sydney, stepped down from his 
position of Chairman on 26 March 1941, in order to serve in the Second Australian 
Imperial Forces. An additional three members of the Estonian Society of Sydney 
joined the Australian Armed Forces. 

The text of the letter Mr Norrak wrote on his departure from the Board of the 
Estonian Society of Sydney: 

“My good colleagues,  

In writing these lines I do so with a heavy heart. We have grown together, sharing 
common joys and worries and bearing difficulties for 12 years. 

These have not been easy years. And some of you are silver-haired, but your spirits are 
young because in them glows love for your homeland, love for your national centre. 

Still the feeling and knowledge that now we have erected this beautiful national temple, 
no power can forcibly take this from us, not so long as there are Estonians in Sydney 
who have the courage to fly the blue-black-white flag and honour our mother tongue, 
this gives me the courage and strength to step into the ranks of those who are out 
fighting for the freedom, rights and truths that give our lives meaning, substance and 
purpose. 

Struggling with life’s difficulties and everyday worries, we here, perhaps don’t value 
sufficiently highly the virtually limitless freedoms that our current homeland offers us. 

For the land of our birth, regrettably, there is very little we can do at the moment. 
Because of this I have decided after lengthy deliberation, to join those who are 



prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice for the sake of a better future for all of 
humanity and as a result of whose victory we can hope that from the ruins of the first 
free Estonia a new and more sustainable Estonia will emerge. 

I ask you all herewith to accept my warmest thanks and to pass these on to all those 
whom I may perhaps not see in the near term. 

May your endeavours for the good of our beautiful home enjoy luck and success and 
may you be supported in the knowledge that so long as you work according to your 
conscience, then will your endeavours be lauded here also, as representatives of Great 
Britain have stated publicly, that in order to be good citizens of your new homeland, first 
and foremost you must be good Estonians. 

With heartfelt greetings  
Your 
L. A. Norrak” 

The Estonian Society of Sydney supported its members who served in the armed 
forces, sending them parcels at Christmas. 

  



Purchase of adjacent blocks of land 

As early as 1945, discussions were held regarding purchase of the adjacent blocks, 
24-26 Goodchap Street and 143 Campbell Street, for extension of Sydney Estonian 
House. The blocks were purchased in the name of the Co- operative with funds of 
the Estonian Society of Sydney in 1946. 

For the purchase price, the Estonian Society of Sydney was allocated shares in the 
Co-operative to the value of £ 1000, which were held for the Estonian Society of 
Sydney by its designated Trustees. Extension of the house commenced in 1957. Until 
then, the houses on these blocks of land were used by the Estonian Society of 
Sydney for its activities, including, for example, meetings of the Cubs and Scouts in 
the 1950s. 

 
Photographed in Goodchap Street, Estonian House (far left) and 24-26 Goodchap Street 
(duplex, adjacent to the right) 



 
 

 
1950’s Cubs Meeting, 24 Goodchap Street, prior to extension of Estonian House 

 



Arrival of post‐World War II refugees, extensions 
to Sydney Estonian House in 1957–1958 and 
current activities 

 

Assistance to war refugees and expanded activities of the 
Estonian Society of Sydney – Establishment of the ERC 

In 1945, most of the approximately 700 Estonians living in Sydney and surrounds had 
congregated around the Estonian Society of Sydney. At the end of World War II, a 
need was identified to assist refugees who had fled from their homeland, Estonia – 
the Committee of the Estonian Society of Sydney “Eesti Kodu Linda” formed an 
“Assistance Sub-committee”, from which was established in 1945 a new organisation, 
the Estonian Relief Committee. 

The first Board of the Estonian Relief Committee comprised primarily members of 
the Committee of the Estonian Society of Sydney. Weekly, and even twice-weekly 
meetings were required to manage the overseas correspondence. The Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Estonian Relief Committee was established in the latter half of 1946, 
and worked to pack parcels containing cloths, footwear and food, that were 
dispatched to the Displaced Persons camps in Europe. A welcome reception was 
held at the “Estonian Society of Sydney’s house” (1) for the first post-World War II 
Estonian immigrants who arrived in Australia from Sweden in October 1946. 

The majority of post-World War II refugees arrived in Australia between 1947-1954. 
Those who arrived on Landing Permits were assisted by Estonians already in 
Australia or by the Estonian Relief Committee, who acted as guarantors. The large 
influx of refugees led to a shortage of accommodation, which was alleviated by 
provision of temporary accommodation at Sydney Estonian House. Among others 
who spent their first night in Australia, sleeping on the floor of the main hall in 
Sydney Estonian House, was the mother of one of the authors of this article, 
Guldsella Kitsing (Iismaa). 

The majority of Landing Permits were issued between 1948-1950. The larger 
proportion of war refugees arrived in Australia under the auspices of the International 
Refugee Organisation (IRO), having signed two-year contracts to work where the 
Commonwealth Government deemed necessary. 

During these years, the Estonian community in Sydney increased many-fold. In 1954, 
there were approximately 6500 Estonians in Australia, of whom 3200 resided in 
NSW. The Estonian Society of Sydney continued to operate as always, for the benefit 
of the Estonian community. In accordance with tradition, functions were organised to 
mark the anniversary of Estonian independence, Mothers’ Day and Victory Day. The 
summer solstice (Jaanipäev) was celebrated and a Christmas Party that included a 
visit from Santa Claus (Jõuluvana) was held for the children. The existing sub-
organisations and interest groups of the Estonian Society of Sydney gained new 
impetus from increased membership, and new and varied additional organisations 
were established. 



Establishment of the newspaper “Meie Kodu” (Our 
Home) 
The newspaper “Meie Kodu” was established on 26 February 1949, but official 
approval for the newspaper to operate was not received until August 1949. The first 
paper was published on 19 August 1949 (circulation 300). The Estonian Society of 
Sydney assumed financial responsibility for the paper on 14 March 1951, and editorial 
responsibilities on 16 May 1951. In accordance with Government policy, initially, 25% 
of the content of the paper was required to be in English. Further to a change in this 
policy, the first entirely Estonian language paper was published on 11 February 1954. 

 
“Meie Kodu” logo, 1949 

 
Packing of the paper “Meie Kodu” for posting,~1950 

  



The Estonian Society of Sydney’s Language School, Summer 
Camps and Establishment of Sõrve Estonian Summer Camp 

In September 1949 the Committee of the Estonian Society of Sydney decided to 
establish a new Estonian Language School. Mr Voldemar Kaasik was approached to 
become the School’s Director. The School commenced activity on 8 October 1949. In 
1953 there were 80 students, and in 1956 over 100. The School’s Parents’ and 
Citizens’ Committee assisted the School with organising annual Summer Camps, 
which were held in Narrabeen (1953-1956), Myuna Bay (1957-1958) and Stuart Island 
YMCA Camp near Canberra (1959–1960). 

From 1962, the Camp has been held at Point Wolstoncroft National Fitness Camp, 
under the name of Sõrve Estonian Summer Camp. The School’s Parents’ and 
Citizens’ Committee was responsible for organising the Camp and for training the 
Leaders until the 1990s. The Estonian Society of Sydney no longer assumes 
responsibility for organising Sõrve Estonian Summer Camp, but the Society’s support 
of Sõrve continues, with provision of Sydney Estonian House for their fundraising 
activities. 

 
Estonian Society of Sydney Language School, 1954 



 
Estonian Society of Sydney Language School, 1966 

The Estonian Society of Sydney’s Language School no longer operates, but Estonian 
language classes continue to be held regularly at Sydney Estonian House, under the 
patronage of the Estonian Society of Sydney. A substantial contribution to the 
teaching of Estonian language was made by Mrs Tiiu Salasoo (MSc) and Mrs Winifred 
Oser, who made it possible for many to study Estonian as a subject for the Higher 
School Certificate. 

Since the reinstatement of independence of the Republic of Estonia in 1991, many 
qualified language teachers who now reside in Australia have continued the tradition 
of Estonian language teaching in the Estonian Society’s rooms at Sydney Estonian 
House. 

  



Folk dancing and rhythmic gymnastics 

A new folk dance and rhythmic gymnastics group was established as a sub‐
organisation of the Estonian Society of Sydney in 1949. Twenty years later the group 
took the name “Virmalised” (which means Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights). Madis 
Alvre has served as the longest‐standing instructor of the group, and Raivo Kalamäe 
is the longest serving musical accompanist. Youth choirs and a modern dance group 
have also been associated with the folk dance group. 

Significant performances include participation in the opening of the Sydney Opera 
House in 1973, performing at the National Folk Festival in Canberra since 2001, 
participation of some members, together with dancers from Melbourne and 
Adelaide, at the Dance Festival in Tallinn in 1994, and performing as “Virmalised” at 
the XIX Dance Festival “Touched by Time – The Time to Touch” in Tallinn in 2014. 
This coincided with the 80th anniversary of first performance of Estonian folk dance 
in Australia.  

The folk dance group “Virmalised” consistently performs at functions organised by 
the Estonian Society of Sydney that are held at Sydney Estonian House. 

 
The Estonian Society of Sydney’s folk dance group, 1952 

  



The Estonian Archives in Australia commenced activity at 
Sydney Estonian House 

In 1952, the Council of Estonian Societies in Australia (Austraalia Eesti Seltside Liit, 
AESL) determined to establish an archive of books, journals, brochures, periodicals 
and other expatriate printed material, that would comprise a part of the Estonian 
Society of Sydney’s Library. Dr Hugo Salasoo assumed responsibility for the archive 
in 1953. 

After extensions to Sydney Estonian House in 1958, the collected materials were 
housed in a glass-doored cabinet in the room occupied by the Estonian Society of 
Sydney’s Language School on the top floor. Due to lack of space, the collection was 
subsequently moved the the archivist’s home in the suburbs of Sydney. In 1993, the 
Estonian Society of Sydney and AESL signed an agreement to relocate the Estonian 
Archives in Australia back to Sydney Estonian House. Expenses associated with the 
relocation were borne by AESL. 

Choirs 
In addition to the already existing mixed choir, a new choir, the Estonian Society of 
Sydney’s Mixed Choir “Vanemuine”, was established on 4 November 1953. 
“Vanemuine” performed at the first national Estonian Festival (Eesti Päevad) in 
Australia, held from 1-3 January 1954 in Sydney, which included a performance at the 
“Summer Day” in Thirlmere that comprised part of the Estonian Festival program. 

 
The Estonian Society of Sydney’s Mixed Choir “Vanemuine”, 1954 



A new Ladies’ Choir operated from 1949-1953. The Estonian Society of Sydney’s 
Ladies’ Choir “Leelo” was established on 16 April 1974. “Vanemuine” and “Leelo” no 
longer operate, nor does the Estonian National Male Choir (Eesti Meeskoor 
Austraalias, EMA), which was established on board a transport ship to Australia in 
1947, and held its first rehearsal at Sydney Estonian House on 5 February 1949. 

The mixed choir “Lõke” (The Flame) was established in 1997 by Erik Holm. In the year 
that the Estonian Society of Sydney celebrates its 90th anniversary, “Lõke” 
celebrates its 20th anniversary, with a concert-dinner at Sydney Estonian House. For 
many years, “Lõke” has represented the Estonian community at the annual 
commemoration of the deportation of Baltic peoples. 

A particularly significant achievement has been performing as part of the project 
choir “Kooskõlas” (In Harmony) at the Estonian Song Festival. “Kooskõlas” is the first 
choir from Australia to audition successfully and be invited to perform at the Song 
Festival in Estonia, performing in 2014 at the festival “Touched by Time – The Time to 
Touch”. “Lõke” performs regularly at functions organised by the Estonian Society of 
Sydney at Sydney Estonian House and is working towards performing again in 
Tallinn, at the 150th anniversary Song Festival in 2019. 

Other organisations and activities 

In the decade after the end of World War II, in addition to the sub‐organisations of 
the Estonian Society of Sydney mentioned above, groups using Sydney Estonian 
House included The Estonian Society of Sydney’s Cultural Committee, Ladies’ 
Auxiliary and Library, billiard‐, corona‐, darts‐, Bridge‐ and chess clubs, Estonian 
Scholars’ Group, Technical and Engineers’ Groups, Chamber of Commerce, 
university students’ organisations, fraternities and sororities, literary groups, 
philatelists, arts and crafts enthusiasts, Estonian Scouts and Guides, sports groups, 
theatre groups, the Estonian Ex‐Servicemen’s Association NSW Division and the 
Returned Services League (RSL) Estonian Sub-Branch. There was a Club and Music 
Committee, orchestras entertained, dances and balls were held. 

 



 
Dinner Dance,~1954 

 
Ball,~1955 



Extension of Sydney Estonian House 1957-1958 

During the 1950s, it became clear that the house that had been built for the Estonian 
Society of Sydney in 1944 no longer met the needs of the significantly enlarged 
community and therefore extensions to the house were deemed essential. The 
buildings on the adjacent blocks of land that had already been acquired were 
demolished, with manual labour voluntarily supplied by members of the Estonian 
Society of Sydney. 

 
 

 



 
Demolition of existing buildings for extension of Estonian House, 1957 

The Foundation Stone for the new part of the building was laid on 24 August 1957. 
The Estonian Society of Sydney invited all users of Sydney Estonian House to 
provide an item of historical significance to be placed in a time capsule that was 
encased next to the Foundation Stone; information to hand has not revealed what 
has been placed in that space. 

 
Laying of the Foundation Stone for the extension of Sydney Estonian House, 24 August 
1957 



An additional storey was built, with rooms intended for use by Scouts and the 
Estonian Society of Sydney’s Language School. A club room and reading room for 
members of the Estonian Society of Sydney were built on the first floor; this space 
has subsequently been divided into two rooms, one of which houses the Estonian 
Archives in Australia and the other is the Board Room. 

The ground floor extension included a small hall for seminars and other functions, 
and a fire‐proof room intended to house the Archive as it existed in the 1950s, but 
which proved to be too small to be used for this purpose. The extension to Estonian 
House was officially opened on 6 April 1958. Building of the extension on the blocks 
of land adjacent to the existing house was managed by the architect Hans Mitt and 
cost almost £20,000. 

 
Official opening of the extension to Sydney Estonian House, 6 April 1958 



 
Official opening of the extension to Sydney Estonian House, 6 April 1958 

 
Sydney Estonian House, ~1980 

  



The 90th Anniversary of the Estonian Society of Sydney 

Under the auspices of the Estonian Society of Sydney “Eesti Kodu Linda”, Sydney 
Estonian House is available for use by the newspaper “Meie Kodu”, the War 
Veterans, the folk dance group “Virmalised”, the Estonian Archives in Australia, the 
Estonian Society of Sydney’s Arts, Handicrafts and Ethnographic Association, the 
choir “Lõke”, Estonian language classes, the Estonian Society of Sydney’s Children’s 
Play Group and many other organisations, including former members of the Estonian 
National Male Choir, who now meet socially as Old Friends (“Vanad Sõbrad”). 

With completion of extension to the premises, Sydney Estonian House has proved 
more than adequate to meet the needs of the Sydney Estonian community from the 
1950s to the present day. Only for large functions, such as the national Estonian 
Festival “Eesti Päevad”, is it necessary to hire larger venues. In its own home, Sydney 
Estonian House, the Estonian Society of Sydney organises functions to celebrate 
national and other important anniversaries, and supports activities that are in keeping 
with the objectives of the Estonian community and are essential for the preservation 
and perpetuation of Estonian culture. 

The Committee continues to operate with unwavering commitment, to look after the 
home that was built by our predecessors, to make it available for us all. 

(1) Rampe L ‘The Estonian Relief Committee and Thirlmere Retirement Village’ 
(Estonians in Australia I, Haas Õ & Siska V, ed), 1988 

 
 


